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          Millennium Scholar Diploma Requirements

The purpose of the Millennium Scholar Diploma is:  to push you beyond minimum expectations and to go above the average student.  Graduates from NMSS will be armed with a strong core academic background and immediately valuable technology skills in order to thrive in higher education and future careers.    Graduates from NMSS will be prepared to lead and thrive in the 21st Century by meeting the NMSS Expected School-wide Learning Results (ESLRs).    
The Millennium Scholar Diploma achievement is a vehicle that you can use to demonstrate that you have met the NMSS ESLRs.  Millennium Scholar Diploma Requirements must be completed by April 30 of the Senior year.  Millennium Scholars will receive special recognition at the graduation ceremony.  
New Millennium Secondary School

Expected School-wide Learning Results (ESLRs)
All NMSS students will:
N- Nurture academic progress and achievement for college readiness by:

· Pursuing mastery in all content areas.

· Creating a broad range of standards based assignments across academic curricula. 

· Assessing their own work using rubrics and criteria.

· Demonstrating the ability to read, write, listen and speak effectively to diverse audiences.

· Applying problem solving and critical thinking skills in academic settings independently and collaboratively. 

· Attending at least one college course.

M- Manage and pursue school and life goals by:

· Setting short and long term personal, academic and professional goals.

· Fostering success in academic and professional environments.

· Practicing organizational and time management skills.

· Participating in career exploration.

S- Support the pillars of character for self and others by:

· Adhering to NMSS rules and expectations.

· Demonstrating academic and personal integrity.

· Promoting mutual respect, appreciation, and acceptance among people of different backgrounds, cultures, abilities, and beliefs.

· Accepting responsibility for one's own behavior and actions.

· Using appropriate models of communication when expressing ideas, collaborating, and resolving conflict.

· Being responsible and productive citizens of the school, the community, and the world.

S- Sustain the skills necessary to participate in a technologically advanced society by:

· Developing technological literacy and awareness.

· Using a diverse spectrum of reliable resources as research tools.

· Using appropriate technologies as academic, professional, and life-long learning tools.   

· Communicating effectively and appropriately through various technologies.
Every item on the Millennium Scholar Diploma requirements will serve the following purposes:
1) Push you to go beyond the average student or minimum requirement
2) Enhance your college application

3) Meet the requirements to guarantee admission to CSU Dominguez Hills

4) Make you a competitive contender for college admissions at universities throughout the country
5) Demonstrate and exhibit the ESLRs in your own individualized manner 
Credit Accumulation

You need 250 or more credits earned for the Millennium Scholar Diploma. Credits are accumulated by earning passing grades of C or better in high school courses and college courses.  Credits will be calculated from 9th grade through the end of Quarter 4 of 12th grade.  If you still have credits to earn during Quarter 4 of Senior year, you must have all other Millennium Scholar Diploma requirements completed by April 30 of the Senior year.   

Academic Achievement

Your cumulative GPA in all classes must be a minimum of 3.00.  This is calculated from 9th grade – through Quarter 4 of 12th grade for your Millennium Scholar Diploma requirement.  By accomplishing this goal, you are addressing many of the ESLRs addressed in section N – Nurture academic progress and achievement for college readiness.  

College Courses

In order to earn the Millennium Scholar Diploma, you must complete two (2) college courses.  At least one (1) of the college courses must be an online course.  By successfully completing the college courses, with a C or better you have addressed the last item in the “N section of the ESLRs – Nurture academic progress and achievement for college readiness by: Attending at least one college course.   

You can take online courses through the local community colleges, colleges and universities or online college programs.  You may take any college course you would like.  It can be in any subject area – from Art to Zoology – it is up to you.  You can choose to complete your college course during the school year or during the summer. 
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Leadership Demonstration

When you go out into the world, it is important to possess leadership skills to be leaders in the community, in your schools, on your jobs, in your homes, and in society.   You must demonstrate that you are a leader upon graduating from NMSS and obtaining the Millennium Scholar Diploma.  By accomplishing this goal, you are addressing ESLR items outlined in section M – Manage and pursue school and life goals and in section S(1) – Support the pillars of character for self and others.  Leadership can take many different forms.  

If you can answer “yes” to any of the following questions, you are on your way to demonstrating your leadership skills.  How have you shown that you are a leader?  

1) Have you started a club or organization at your school, church or community center?  

2) Are you an officer of a club or organization – President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Public Relations Manager, Committee Chair?  

3) Have you gathered your peers or neighbors together and lead an effort for community improvement?  

4) Are you the editor of the yearbook?

5) Have you coordinated volunteers to raise money for a worthy cause such as cancer, AIDS, leukemia, asthma, homelessness, domestic violence, birth defects or heart disease?

6) Have you regularly worked with a group of kids and taught them an art or craft, coached a little league team, lead a class or taught them how to swim?

7) Have you taught a group of senior citizens how to use the internet or basic computer skills?

These are just a few of the ways you could demonstrate that you’re a leader.  Your Leadership Demonstration should be something that you have worked on regularly over a period of time.  It should be something that you can show a result from.  

Take a picture or video record your self demonstrating this skill or being “caught in the act” of leading.  Integrate your demonstration of leadership into your digital portfolio.  Your Leadership Demonstration could also serve as your Community Service Project.   

Community Service Project
There are many community organizations that need your help; i.e. your neighborhood, local park, Boys & Girls Club, nursing home, library, community center, animal shelter, homeless shelter, school, etc.   By completing a Community Service Project, you are addressing the section S(1) of the ESLRs – Support the pillars of character for self and others.  

Your Community Service Project can be an extension of your community service hours (75 hours minimum) or it can be a completely different project.  While completing your volunteer time, consider an issue, problem or opportunity for improvement within the program or organization.  Develop a plan to address this need and how you see it could be improved.   
Write a plan of action including: name of organization, address, telephone number, website,  leader’s names and titles, problem, goals, strategies, expected outcome or actual outcomes if your plan was implemented, what you learned , how this project has affected you and how your project would improve the community and the lives of the people you served.  How many people did/would your project reach or impact?  

Put your plan in a display format (digital or tangible display) including pictures, interviews, flyers, and other evidence of plan proposal and/or implementation results.  Be prepared to present your community service project to an audience/panel in the spring of your senior year.  
Digital Portfolio

The digital portfolio is a demonstration of your digital media skills while showcasing your accomplishments, resume, and how you have achieved the ESLRs. The digital portfolio project demonstrates the S(2) section of the ESLRs – Sustain the skills necessary to participate in a technologically advanced society.   

You must be able to develop a digital representation of yourself, a project(s) that you have done or a compilation of various things that showcase your digital skills.  Your digital portfolio can include your Leadership Demonstration, Community Service Project, Community Service Hours, awards, projects you have completed in high school or college courses, letters of recommendation, photos/videos of ESLR-related items, etc.  
The digital portfolio could be a digital resume demonstrating your accomplishments throughout your high school career or display of your work using videos, graphics, music, text, photos, etc. to create a personal representation of your skills.  

You can use programs like PowerPoint, blog programs, website programs or whatever you choose as long as it demonstrates your digital media skills.   This project will be developed on your own.  You may have some time during Senior Seminar class to work on this but the majority of the work must be done on your own time. 

The digital portfolio will be presented in front of a panel at the end of your senior year.  Your portfolio will be reviewed and you will be evaluated to determine if you have met the requirements to get credit for the digital portfolio component of the Millennium Scholar Diploma.  
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